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My thanks are due to Mr. Ahmad 'Asi of the Trading Office,

Beirut, for reading and correcting the first proof and suggesting
improvements.




The poem also throws light on some of the earlier controversies.
The use of both the terms al-Mahdi and al-Qd'im for the second Fatimid
caliph not only gives support to the thesis which led to an early rift
between the Fatimid movement and the Qarmatiang’, but also confirms
the report of the Fatimid authors Ja'far b. Mansiir al-Yaman® and
al-Sultdn al-Khattdh’ concerning the much debaled question of Fati-
mid geneclogy wviz. the real Imam Mahdi was the second Fatimid ca-
liph. It also upholds the verszion by the Medinese school of historians
that 'Alf did not assail Mu'dwiyah's governorship until after the out-

come of the battle of the Camel.®

Finally, the merit of {his work lies in its being in verse and in its
being one of the longest ardjiz in the history of Arabic literature. The
author has, on the whole, succceded in versifying a difficult subject
dealing as it does with arguments and counter arguments, The verses
flow easily and naturally. The language is fairly simple, however, at

times, very sarcastic and biting

1
5, Refer to S.M. Stern, «Isma'ilis and the Qarmatians» I/Elaboration de

I'Islam (Collogue de Strashourg), 1959, 99-108 and Zahid 'Alj, op. cit.
429-49,

6. HLF. Hamdani, On the Geneclogy of Fatimid Caliphs (Cairo, 1958),
Al-Nu'mén's statement in Sharh al-Akhbar (xiv, 18, see also Firaq al-

Shi'ah, 66) that 'Ahd Alla&h b, Ja'far al-SAdiq did nol leave behind any

progeny raises new prohlems,

7. LK. Poonawala, Al-Sultin al-Khattab (Cairo: Dar al-Ma'arif, 1967),
78-80.

8. E . Petersen, « 'Ali and Mu'dwiyah  Acla Orientalia (1959), 157-96
'Ali and Mw'awiyah in Early Arabic Tradition (Copenhagen, 1964).
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ed a strong elite group in the heartlands of Islam. Hence, it is cofi-
ceivable that al-Nu'méin may have been seeking to win them over to
the Fitimid side,

The Khirijites claimed that they did not know what the Prophet's
injunction in that matter was. Their conlention, therefore, that they
have no knowledge is not an argument and n.eds no refutation. They
plead ignorance which is not befitling mcn. The weil-known tradition
says that seek’ng knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim. They

should, therefore, seck knowledge.

During the laler part of the reign of al-Qi'im the Khérijites had
revolted under the leadership of Abi Yazid.! This revol had created
a very serious situation; it almost brought the Fitlimid stale Lo the
brink of ruin, though, finally, it was suppressed by al-Manstir. The
Khérijite stand on the Imama'e, along with their outbreak must have
represented a thorn in the Fitimid side. From the brief treatment of

their arguments it seems possible that al-Nu'mén considered their

theological opposition much less dangerous than their political acti-
vities,

Towards the end of the poem the author refutes various sub-sects
of the Shi'ites who strayed away from the right path. These were
mainly the three groups; 1) al-'Abbdsiyah and its sub-secls al-Hurgi-
riyeh, al-Riwandiyal and al-Rizamiyah, 2) al-Zaydiyah, and its sub-
sects al-Jarddiyah and al-Butriyah, 3) al-Kaysdiniyah, al-Mukhtdriyah,
al-Mughiriyah, al-Karbiyah, al-Baydniyah and al-Hdarithiyeh. It is
worth noting that the important group of Ithnd ‘'dshariyah is not re-
futed. Perhaps al-Nu'mén did not want to antagonize them who not
only had more affinity with the FAtimids than other groups hut also

wielded power in Baghdad during that period,

4. Zahid 'Ali, Tarikh-e Fatimiyin-e Misr (Hyderabad, 1948), 106, 1i1.

9



The Mu'tazilites claimed that the Prophet entrusted the commu-
nity with the choice of the im&m, Al-Nu'man argues that this claim
lacks the support of any trustworthy tradition, for no such report has
come down to us from the Prophet through authentic channels, He
then proceeds to show that the Mu'tazilite position conflicts with the
historical facts about the actual situations in which the first thice
caliphs came to power. The installation of the first was imposed upon
the community by a clique, the second was appointed by the first
against the express wishes of the people, and nomination of the third
was ingeniously camouflaged under the so called shiird (elective
council). Where was, consequently, the participation of the commu-

nity with which they were entrusted?

He further ridicules their proposition: Even if one were to as-
sume, as they maintain, that the imim is {o be elected by mutual con-
sultation among the communily, what would have happened if they
had gathered and failed to reach any agreementi? Perhaps every-
one would have claimed to be himself the most deserving candidale,
with the resull that some people would have suggested drawing lots
but others would have refused. Or, perhaps some of them would have
gaid that they exercised their independent judgments and reached the
conclusion that they did not find anyone more deserving than them-
selves. Or, they reached the conclusion that there was simply no one
among them who deserved to be invested with the caliphal authority.
Posgibly everyone would have held 1o his own opinion without yield-
ing to anyone. What would have they done in such a situation?

He also upbraids them for validating the Imamate of mafdil
(outworthied, meaning Abl Bakr) over fddil (the most worthy, mean-

ing 'All). The Mu'tazilites, after their eclipse at the Abbasid court, had
found favour with the Buyids in Baghdad®, moreover they represent-

3. Refer to the article «<Mu'tazilas Shorter Encyclopaedia of Islam,



gatory act) nor a sunnah (customary act), then any notion of the
Imamate being a necessity necegsarily falls within the orbit of bid'ah
(innovation) from the perspective of shari'ah (canon law), and all
innovations are according to the tradition errors. Henece, their pro-
position leads them to the charge of kufr (infidelity) and of tamper-
ing with the shari'ch.

He further undermines the Sunnite stand of validating the Ima-
mate of AbQ Bakr through ijmd' (consensus) of the community by
pointing to the fact that the Hashimites as well as many of the cele-
brated Companions did not participate in the election. Immediately
after the Prophet's death, while 'Alf was still busy taking care of the
last rites of the deceased prophet, Ab(i Bakr's cohorts lost no time in
installing him as the Caliph although a large number of people had
still failed to agree upon him.

Next, the author refutes their claim that they had some
implicit indications from the Prophet in favour of Abifi Bakr. These
alleged indications he refutes one by one by pointing to the contra-
dictions inherent in their arguments and by displaying the absurdities
in their reasoning. All this he does quite easily by merely pushing
their arguments to their logical conclusion. For instance, they claim-
ed that the strongest indication in favour of Abfi Bakr was that he
was asked by the Prophet during his last illness to lead the prayer,
On the other hand, al-Nu'méin says, they maintain that it is perfectly
legitimate to be led in prayer by any imim, whether pious or liber-
tine. Thus, according to them if anyone could lead the prayer, where
wag the merit for Abfi Bakr? Referring to the expedition of 'Amr b.
al-'As on dhdt al-saldsil where both AbQl Bakr and 'Umar were under

the command of the former, he says, if leading the prayer had been one
of the qualifications for the candidacy to the Caliphate, then 'Amr b.
al-'Ag would have been more deserving of it then AbG Bakr since the

former led the latter in prayer during that expedition.
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birth were looking for ways and means to consolidate their freshly
won power, and realized the urgency of meeting the Sunnite challenge

on an intellectual level. The Imamate, thus, was the crux of the pro-

blem,

Al-Nu'mAn being an official spokesman of the da'wah had not only
to defend its cause, but also had to refute the arguments of its oppo-
nents, This is an important aspect in which reasons for writing a po-
lemical work such as this Urjizah must be sought. In it, therefore, the

author besides establishing the legitimacy of the Fatimid claims to

the Imamate refutes three major groups; the Sunnites, the Mu'tazilites
and the Kharijites. Of course the main thrust of his arguments is di-

rected against the Sunnites.

The Sunnites, he says, alleged that the Prophet did not appoint
anyone as his successor. To counter their contention al-Nu'mén sets
forth a subtle juristic argument. He maintains that in terms of ac-
cepted legal procedure the evidence of a witness who denies a specific
event having taken place cannot hold against that of one who states
categorically that such a specific event did take place. This group,
therefore, was not presenting any argument of negation of a specific
event based on witness, rather it was rejecting a positive argument
based on eye-witness, The specific event in question is, of course, the
incident of Ghadir ¢l-Khumm.

Further pointing to the inconsistency in their arguments, he
questions how can they in the same breath both claim the Imamate to
be a necessity and maintain that the Prophet did not appoint anyone
to succeed him. If it was a necessity and the Prophet did not designate
anyone, he neglected the affairs of his community. Or, if the Prophet
did not nominate anyoﬁe thinking that it was neither a faridah (obli-



its early days. It was also the issue which led to the fundamental dif-
ference hetwecn the Sunnites and the Shi'ites. The latter maintained
that like al-tawhid (the unity of God) and al-nudiwaeh (the prophet-
hoed) it was one of the cardinal principles of the faith. They further
said that the Imim is appointed by al-nuss (specific designation)
from God and His Prophet, henca the community has no right to in-
terfere in this grave matter. 'All b. AbG Talib was, thus, unequivoe-
ally nominated by the Prophet and proclaimed publicly while he was
returning from what is known in history as the Farewell Pilgrimage
at a place called Qhadir al-Khumm. Contrarily, the Suunites though
they aceept its necessity, vechemently maintain that the Imamate is not
one of the fundamentals of faith, They also reject the Shi'ite claim
that 'All was nominated hy the Prophet and assert that the latter did
not appoint anyone to succeed him, hut rather left it for the commu-

nity to decide.

The intention i3 neither to present here a critical analysis of the
thorny question of the Imamate nor offer an historical survey of the
vast amount of polemical literature which has grown around it, nor
yet to trace the development of a highly sophisticated theory of the
Imamate with its philosophical speculations which evolved through the
centuries among the Shi'ites, rather a brief analysis of the poem is
attempted. The present work is not only the oldest extant Fatimid
exposition on the subject, but also one of the few surviving polemical
works on the Imamate compiled during the heyday of that contro-
versy. Thus it throws adequate light on the positions taken by the
various contending groups on this vital issue and seeks to present
arguments which they employed to defend their own positions and to

challenge and refute those of their rivals. Moreover, the work turned
out to be a pioneering one for the Fatimids, who after their political

5



by the Prophet's example based on his words and deeds), and the the-

ory of the Imamate was given more historical perspective.

Al-Nu'mén was a prolific author and is credited with approxi-
mately 48 works ranging from jurisprudence, history, biography and
ta'wil (esoteric interpretation) to refutations, memoirs and poetry, He
is rightly considered to be the propounder and grcat exponent of
Fatimid jurisprudence, and the major part of his writing is devoted to
an explication of its doctrines.® He is also the founder of Fatimid histo-

riography and some of his works remain the primary sources for the
history of that period.

The text of this Urjilzal is prepared from eleven manuscripts, the
oldest and the best of them has been taken as the basic copy. As far
as possible the text of {his central copy has been preserved except in
cases of obvious mistakes where olher readings arc preferred. while
the variant readings from other manuccripts are indicated in the foot-
notes. Difficult words, the Fatimid terminology and concepts, allu-
sions to historical events, the Qur'Anic verses and tradilions are ex-
plained and commented upon in the notes. In instances where the
author is dealing with controversial issues and disputed events, duc
care has been taken to point to the older Sunnite and Shi'ite sources,
80 as to afford different viewpoints and to follow up the polemical d~-
velopment of those controversies.

This poem, composed as it was during the recign of the second
Fitimid caliph al-Q4'im (322-34/934-46), deals with the thorny pro-
blem of the Imamate, It was one of the vital igsues which caused con-

stant temsion and bloody strife among the Muslim community from

2, AAA Fyzee, ¢ Isma'ili Law and its Foundery, Islamic Culture (1935),
107-12, 8.T. Lokhandwala, The Origins of IsmA'ili Law, (Thesis presenterl
for D. Phil. degree at Oxford University, 1951).
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INTRODUCTION

The author of this poem entitled al-Urjiizat al-Mukhtdrah (the
chosen poem) is al-QAdi Ab0 Hanifah al-Nu'mén b. Abi 'Abd Alldh
Muhammad b. Mansfir al-Tamimi (d. 363/974), generally known as
al-Qadi al-Nu'mén.! He is one of the early Fatimid authors who be-
came celebrated as the most illistrious FAtimid jurist. He served the
first four caliphs of the Fatimid dynasty, and his growing position
reached its apogee in the time of the fourth caliph al-Mu'izz li Din
Allah. Being an official spokesman of the da'waeh (mission, propa-
ganda movement), he would present his writings to the ruling caliph
who would then either correct or confirm them. It was his close pro-
ximity to the Im&ms which in reality gives him the highest rank and

his works the highest authority among the Fatimids.

The original Isma'ill de'wah underwent considerable transforma-
tion at the hands of al-Nu'man as a result of its adaptation to the
needs of the newly emerged FAtimid state in North Africa. The tone

of this new da'wah was moderate, sober and more exoteric rather than
egoteric. All tendencies to extremism were rejected and philosophical
speculations were kept within bounds. An attempt was made to an-
chor all the tenets to the Qur'an and the Sumnah (practice consecrated

1. For his life and works refer to note 1 in the Arabic introduction.
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