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Ph.D. Dissertation Abstract
Literary study of Animal Fables in Kalelah Wa
Dimnah and Aesop's Fables

By: Wafa I. Al-Subayel
Supervisor: Professor Mohammad Benazouz

This dissertation focused on studying two important books
in humanity tradition, one from Arabic Literature, Kalelah Wa
Dimnah, and the other from Greeks traditions, Aesop's Fabels.

The origin of Kalelah wa Dimnah was discussed, as it goes
back to the Indian book Panjatantra and was translated to
Persian Bahlawe language before Ibn Al- Mokafa' translated it
to Arabic. Also, the history of Aesop's fables was traced down.
Both two books were translated in many languages and have
influenced literary works worldwide.

The comparative study of the two books consisted of two
aspects; the content of the fables and its literary structure. Most
fables in these two books share the same values, while they
differ in presenting them. The comparison of the literary
structure of fables showed some differences and similarity in
narrative structure, character, plot, setting, dialogue, and
narrative technique.

The dissertation concluded with a summary of major
results and conclusions of the comparative study of the two
books, and presented some recommendations.
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