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scholars and researchers; (b) IBN Taymiyyah, whose
contribution toreformative administrative thou ghtmerits special
attention; and (c) Al-Qalgashandy, in whose Subh Al-A'sha
(The Night-Blinds's Morning) he has included all that we may
need to know about office management and staff administration
needs.

The Appendices furnish some documents concerning the
Islamic ideology of Administration.

I beg pardon for any error I may have committed, for it is
only human to err. I would also greatly appreciate commnents
and constructive criticisms. ‘

Dr. Abdulrahman I. Dhohayan

P.O. Box 1183 - ABHA. Saudi Arabia



focus the Makkah and MEDINITE era delineated by Prophet
Muhammad's administration.

Chapter 5, Which deals with human relations, shows how
these relations stem from Islamic thought and practices.

Chapter 6, discusses the fundamentals of leadership. It
presents the characteristics of a Muslim administrator as
delineated in the holy Qur'an and Sunna.

Chapter 7, deals with personnel administration and the rights
and responsibilities pertaining to every employee and
department. '

Chapter 8, defines the territories and responsibilities of the
Islamic state.

Chapter 9, presents a detailed analysis of the Powers and
responsiblities with wich each branch of the government-
Jegislature, judiciary, executive - is vested.

Chapter 10, discusses the constituents of politica
admininstration and presidency in Islam : prerequistes powers,
and responsibilities, governors and their designations; the
cabinet, types and responsibilities princedom (as pertaining to
provinces and J ihad, i.e fighting for the cause of Allah).

Chapter 11, dealls with the country's resources and banks,
and investigates the role of administration in taking care of such
resources.

Chapter 12, gives an account of three prominent figures

reflecting Islamic administrative thought: (a) Al-Mawardy,
whose political administrative thought is worth investigating by
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Abstract

Praise be to allah and peace and grace of Allah be upon
Prophet Muhammad and his Companions.

Islamic Administration: Thought and Practice aims to
put Islamic adminstration in a proper perspective. It endeavours
to present such thought as a powrful challenge to the prevalent
alternatives in administrative thought and practices. This
research derives its special significance from the fact that the
Muslim world presently encounters currents which are alien to
Islaraic thought, and from the fact that there is now a general
awakening on the part of Muslims in response to these currents.
It is my hope that this work will bring Islamic administrative
thought into as a substantial and integrated alternative to the
misguided trends and practices prevailing in the Muslim world.

Chapter 1 addresses the question of whether adminis-tration
is a science or an art. It Proposes a definition and a detailed
discussion of administration.

Chapter 2 highlights the close affinity between
administration and other sciences, focusing on those sciences
which both have their profound impact on administration and
are mutually influenced thereby.

Chapter 3 depicts the development of Islamic administrative
thought, tracing its orgins and highlighting its merits by
comparison with contemporary non-Islamic, forms of
administration form the viewpoint of Islam.

Chapter 4, which constitutes the magor chapter discusses
the four processes involved in administration, namely,
planning, organizing, directing, and controlling . attested to in
the Islamic administrative thought and practice, bringing into

I
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