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Una candida cerva sopra I''erba

verde m"apparve, con duo corna d"oro,

fra due riviere, all”oinbra d'"un alloro,

levando''l sole, a la stagione acerba.

Era sua vista si dolce superba,

ch''i lasciai per seguirla ogni lavoro,

come 1"avaro, ch''n cercar tesoro,

con diletto 1" affanno disacerba.

""Nessun mi tocchi — al bel collo d"intorno

scritto avea di diamanti e di topazi —

libera farmi al mio cesare parve''.

Et era "1 sol gia volto al mezzo giorno;

gli occhi miei stanchi di mirar non sazi,

quand''io caddi ne I""acqua, et clla sparve.
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Who so list to hounte I know where is an hynde;

But as for me, hellas, I may no more:

The vayne travaill hath weried me so sore,

I am of them that farthest cometh behinde;

Yet may I by no means my weried mynde

Drawe from the Diere: but as she fleeth afore

Faynting I folowe; I leve of thercefore,

Sithens in a nett 1 seek to hold the wynde.

Who list her hount I put him out of dowte,

As well as I may spend his tiie in vain:

And graven with Diamonds in letters plain

There is written her faier neck rounde abowte:

""Noli me tangere for Caesar''s I ame,

And wylde for to hold though I seme tame"'.
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Amor, ch'al cor gentil ratto s"'apprende,
Prese costui de la bella persona
Che mi fu tolta, ¢"l modo ancor m''offende.
Amor, ch"a nullo amato amar perdona,
Mi prese del costui piacer si forte
Che, come vedi, ancor non m"” abbandona.
Amor condusse noi ad una morte.

Caina attende chi a vita ci spense’'.
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Love, that in gentle heart is quickly learnt
Entangled him by that fair form, from me
Ta'"en in such cruel sort, as grieves me still:
Love, that denial takes from none beloved,
Caught me with pleasing him so passing well,
That, as thou scest, he yet deserts nie not.

(Cary, 1816)



L.ove, which the gentle heart soon apprehends,
Scized him for the fair person which was ta''en
From me. and cven yet the mode offends.

Love, who {o none beloved to love again
Remiits, seized me with wish to please so strong.
That, as thou seest, yet, yet it doth remain.

(Byron, 1820)

Love, that on gentle heart doth swiftly seize,
Scized this man for the person beautiful
That was ta''en from me, and still the mode offends me.
Love, that exempts no one beloved trom loving,
Scized me with pleasure of this man so strongly,
That, as thou secest, it doth not yet desert me.
(Longfellow, 1867)
Love, which quickly lays hold on gentle heart, seized
this onc for the fair person that was taken from me, and the

mode still hurts me, Love, which absolves no loved one
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from loving, seized me for the pleasing of him so strongly
that, as thou seest, it does not even now abandon me.

(Norton, 1641)
Love, that so soon takes hold in the gentle breast,
Took this lad with the lovely body they tore
From me; the way of it lcaves me stil distrest.
Love, that to no loved heart remits love’'s score,
Took me with such great joy ol him, that sce!
It holds me yet and never shall leave me more.

(Sayers. 1949)
Love, which quickly fastens on gentie hearts,
Seized that wretch, and it was for the personal beauty
Which was taken from me; how it happened still offends me.
Love, which allows no one who is loved to cscape,
Scized me so strongly with my pleasure in him.
That, as you see, it does not leave e now.

(Sisson, 1980)
Love, which is swiftly kindled in the noble heart,

seized this one for the lovely person that was taken
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from me; and the manner still injures me.

Love, which pardons no one loved from loving in

return, seized me for his beauty so strongly that, as

you seg, it still does not abandon me.

(Durling, l996)(.)
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