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Hei , Botak ! What are you doing ah ! What kind of [ish

you sent to me yesterday ? All rotten ones lah ! yes ! how

to eat ah ? You want my family all go to hospital die ah ?

Mmh ! You don't know ah , how can you don't know - all

right. you give me good ones today . If not all rihgt I bring
back I throw at your head*. (1989 : 27)
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el o Ao By ¢ Bl ddowe Ao by
A mun should be surrounded with ould friends in his dying
. Ould shipmates . Not a bunch of harpies .... Over the side
, lads . Over the side . Look lively now . Gaff and sculp .
Gaff and sculp ... De yer worst , ye howling black devil.
I'm not afrid O' ye , nor me boys neither . out of my way .

I'll git the men . aye and the swiles (seals) too . I defyye . I
defy ye. (1993 : 224)
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I want tae get some where ... but I'm damn sure I'm no

gaunnae go on like this . I don't want tae be a naebody any

more . I've had enought ae bein poor. I'm gaunnae make

sure things gets better. I was mebbe born at the bottom ae

the pile but I'm gaunnae climb tae the top . I came intae

this world bi the back door but by Christ I'm gaunnae go

oot bi the front . An ye Can tke it fae me that nothin's
gaunnae get in ma way. (1991 : 52)
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Yuh will haffi get de Oxford Book
O'English Verse , un tear

Out Chaucer, Burns , Lady Grizelle
an plenty a Shakespeare!

Wen yuh done kill wit and humour
wen yuh kill variety
yuh will haffi fine a way fi kill
Originality !
(1983 :5)
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CUYAH! Loook pon me , unoo look pon me de dat is me
name, Guyah . De fus ting dat happen is dat dem tak way
me name , and de nex ting is dat dem doan wan we fe talk
we language, an dem have we talking sinting dat doan mek
no sense at all, at all.
Me seh , me cyan get fe sey wha me want fe sya .
SARAH !is dat dem call me . SARAH de name deh pon
me skin and it a itch me . De Backra man language deh
pon me mout like a hebby padlock wha abore thru me
tongue and u hang hebby so till me cyan talk , me cyan seh
wha inna me head , me cyan talk what me reallyknow , and
is s0 dem tink me fool , folol . Whaaai ! me spirit feel dead
! But me sey Guyah cyah dead , Guyah nah dead , me seh
fe gimme back misself Yuh dam tief. Gimme back me talk
and me drum . Wha you gwine wid it? I you tek me name ,

you coulda never be me . So gimme back me name* (1980
L 10).
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You no sabi any ting, yu head! which policemon fit aks for

big man in particnlars hinside mercedez, king of de road,

Jor dat matter? den nefer born dat palice for dis we kontry.

No dat day water go pass in gari. Dem go commot in khaki
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Lot/

1- Our distinction between 'colonialism’ and  'imperialism' follows

the definitions Edward Said has delineated in Culture and
imperialism: 'imperialism" means the practice, the theory, and the
attitudes of a dominating metropolitan centre ruling a distant
territory; "colonialism", which is almost always a consequence of
imperialism, is the implanting of settlements on distant territory'
(1994 8). While both umperialism and colonialism can also take
place on local territory (witness Ireland in the British Empire),
these terms are generally wseful. Imperialism, then, is the larger
enterprise, Lut colonialism can be more insidious.

2-The former colonies of Spain, France, and Portugal, to name just a

few, exercise similar resistant strategies to imperial forces, using

hybrid forms of the dominant, colonising languages.

3-See also Hodge and Mishra (1991).

4-Essentialism’, when combined with Spivak's modifying adjective,

strategic' (1988: 205), becomes a tool by which marginalised
peoples can deliberately foreground constructed difference to
claim a speaking position. Otherwise, essentialism
problematically appeals to absolute difference without an

awareness of ‘similarity' in the broader historical and cultural
paradigm,

5-This term must be clarified. While all people born in a particular

1o

place are 'natives’ of that country, we use 'native' to refer more
specifically to the indigenous inhabitants of the settler--invader
colonies, those people who were already living in a particular
location when the Europeans arrived. 'Indian’, the historical name
for indigenous North Americans, is a misnomer instituted by
Christopher Colimbus who thought, on seeing their skin colour,
that he had indeed found the easier route to India that he was
secking. This term has been fortified by Hollywood-type
representations of indigenous peoples in ‘Cowboy and Indian'
movies. 'First Nations' is a term adopted by Canada's inidigenous



6-

people in a politically astute move that reminds other North
Americans that the land was already occupied when europeans
claimed it. More recently, 'Aboriginal Canadians’ has been used
to underscore that chronology: the term 'aboriginal' means from
the beginning'. In contrast to the Aborigines of Autrstralia,
aboriginal Canadians have chosen this name themselves rather
than having had it given to them by white invaders. In the North
American conlext we use 'Indian' in the same way that Daniel
Francis uses it in The imaginary Indian (1992): lo signify white
representations of natives. We use native' or 'First Nations' or
'indigenous peoples' to represent the people themselves.

New zcaland is {requently also recognised by its Maori name,
‘Aotearoa’, meaning 'the land of the long white cloud'.

7-The Caribbcan region is a special case, comprised of

islands/territories which have been at once both settler and
occupation colonies. After imperial campaigns largely
annihilated indigenous inhabitants of the area, thc European
colonists repopulated many islands with slave andl indentured
labour from Africa, India, and other places. Most of these
colonies were then governed from afar until the lauter half of the
twentieth century, setling up different relationships than with
other scttler societies. We use the term "West Indies' to indicate
the English-speaking (ex)colonies of the area, while ‘Caribbean’
refers (o the wider cultural/geographical region.

8-Indian theatre history dates back to the Natyashastra, ibe ancient

Sanskrit theory of drama, which was writlen down by Bharata
approximately fifteen hundred years ago. Bharata did not know
how long the Natyashastra had already existed as an oral text
before he transcribed it (Rangacharya 1971: 2). It is also very
difficult to study Indian theatre texts since few are published in
English.

9-In all probability, they were still happening underground.

10-Our definition of drama and our theoretical discussions also

£11



incorporate other performance events (such as dance) even
though most of the texts we examine are 'plays’.

11-In order to schematise our study, this generalised definition is
inevitable. There are undoubtedly many examples of
post-colonial performance which exceed the parameters outlined
and we encourage readers to pursue such works.

12- While we attempt to ground our analyses of plays in their
(different) historical contexts, it is not always possible for a
variety of reasons. Particular texts and their production histories
can be explored independently through reviews, articles,
interviews, and books focused on individual playwrights and/or
specific national theatres.

£y
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1- For a persuasive account of how the study of English Literature
contributed to the socio-political consolidation of the British
empire, see, for example, Viswanathan's Masks of conquest
Literary study and British Rule in India (1989).

2- Detes given after play titles refer to the first production except
when this information has been unavailable, in which case the
publication date is provided. Quoted references are to the
published text as liste in the bibliography.

3~ For discussion of the many semiotic codes which affect theatrical
theatrical representation, see Pavis (1982), Elam (1980), Carlson
(1990), and Tompkins (1992b).

4- See, for instance, Mead and Campbell, eds, shakespeare's
books:Contemporary Cultural politics and the Persistence of
Empire (1993).

5- See also Loomba's book, Gender, Race, Renaissance Drama
(1991).

6- In his overview of Jamaican theatre history, Wycliffe Bennett
points to a graphic example of how theatre and education
reinforce each others' canonical biases: at the first local drama
festival for schools in 1950, all thirty-one of the presentations
were chosen from Shakespeare (1974: 7).

7-On one level, any intertextual refetence between plays is
metatheatrical. Our use of the term here applies to those
techniques which overtly and self-consciously invoke other
theatre texts in order to comment on representation itself.

8- Caliban had been played by black actors prior to Miller's
production, but generally in ways designed to reinforce
connotations of "savagery" and libidinal appetite, and to
foreground contrasts between Caliban and Ariel, Who was

£YA
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usually played by a white actor (male or female). See Hill's study
of American productions of The Tempest for further details
(1984: 25).

9- Brydon ( I984) has identified a pattern of Tempest rewrites in

Anglophone Canadian fiction wherein Miranda is remodelled as
a protest figure, creating a suitable fable for the settler society's
impulse to reject her role as the duti'ul daughter of empire.
Francophone rewrites, on the other hand, choose a Calibanic
moctel of resistance which highlights dissension hetween
Québécois and Anglophone Canadians. See Zabus ( (1985) or
Dorsinville (1974) for further clisc discussion.

10- In his discussion of Une tempete, Pallister(1991) cites an 1878

play, Caliban, by Ernest Renan, which depicts Claliban's
eventual overthrowing of Prospero's rule, It is unclear however,
whether Césair had read this relatively unknown play when he
wrote his own version of The Tempest

11- Tt should be noted that Césairc s play predates by some years the

12-

13-

14-

£14

new historicist interest in the colonial contexts of Shakespeare's
work, as discussedi by critics such as Greenblatt (1976) anct
Hulme (1986). It is also possible that Miller's London production
of The Tempest was influenced by Une Tempete

The late Wilbert Holder-,who played Jackson Phillip in the
premiére season of Panfomir: in Trinidad as well as in
subsequent productions in the {snited States, foregrounded this
metatheatricality with a comp:lling improvisation ofCrusoe’s
adventures. See Pantomime vici.o (1979 ).

Examples include Churchill andl Lan's A Mouthful of Birds

(1986) and Duffy's Rites (1969), plays which are beyond the
ambit of this study.

See Sotto (1985) for the most complete study of the play, its
Inspiration, an account of the comparisons between the two texts,
andl an assessment of Soyinka’s reading of Euripides.



15- Ogun is the god of wine, war, roads, and metals.

16- More recently Antigone story has been taken up by a number of

17-

Irish writers, including Brendan Kenelly, Tom Paulin, and Aidan
Matthews. According to the critic, Christopher Murray, this
interest in re-writing Sophocles' legend was kindled by the
radical political and social upheaval of the mid-1980s, and in
particular, by the controversial Criminal Justice Bill of 1984,
seen by Irish liberals as a draconian law which limited the rights
of suspects (1991: 129). Taken as a group, the Irish reworkings
of Antigone appear to equivocate in their exploration of both
Creon's and Antigone's versions of justice (see Roche 1988;
Murray 1991) and thus their points of contact/conflict with the
canonical model are sometimes less clear cut than the examples
discussed here.

The published text of No sugar does not place these scenes in
adjacency, however recent performances of the play in
Melbourne (1988) and Perth (1990) rearranged the scene order
(with Davis's approval) to make a strategic point of Neville's
insensilivity.

18-The play is careful to distinguish belween ancient Greek

‘civilisation’ and the traditions and cultures of modern Australian
Greeks.

£Y
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1- Soyinka' has also dispa"raged the ways in which western critics are

exceedingly selective about what Afriean cultural icons they
deem to be significant: 'The persistent habit of dismissing
festivals as belonging 1o a "spontaneous” inartistic expression of
communilies demands re-examination' (soyinka 1988: 194),

2- Bishop gives the following account of the reception of one of

Soyinka's  plays. Gerald Fay reviewed The Road for The
Guardian, commenting that 'when [Soyinka] knows, or perhaps
more accurately when he can make us others know what he is
trying to say, he will be going places'. Robert Serumaga's retort
contextualises fay's comments: 'but it may at least equally
forcibly be argued that the Shoeis on the other fool. When Mr,
Fay can understand at once what a play set in a different culture
is all about, he will be going places. On the evidence of the
review he may nol even be trying. ‘Serumaga preferred a Daily
mail critic whose response leaves open the opporlunity for
cross-culual. dialogue: T do nol mysell pretend to have
understood half of Soyinka's play. I am sure for one thing that 1
have got the plot all wrong. But throughout the evening I was
thrilled enough to want to understand" (the above example is
quoted.in Bjshop 1988: 63). Soyinka's Death and the King's
Horsemany.received similar press,particularly from Frank Rich,
the drama crilic for the New York Times, when the play was
staged on . Broadway in 1987. In his highly unfavourable review,
Rich misreads Soyinka's play, even claiming it to have a
‘classical (European) shape' (New York Times 2 March 1987: 13).

3- Asagba illumipatingly defines the ways in which critics' accounts

of, Africamj,drama, since the 1960s have sel up misleading
paradigms,of its history (1986)

4- It is important to note that the Judeo-Christian rituals common 1o

western cultures do not, in most cases, still retain a high degree
of inlersection with the people's livecl reality, as ritual usually
does in many african contexts.



5- Indigenisation is not to be confused with creolisation; whereas the
latter focuses on the synthesis of elements from dominant and
dominated cultures, indigenisation is "the more secrtive process
by which the dominated culture survives' to humanise the new
landscape cape (see wynler 1970: 39).

6- See Hussein ( 1980) who outlines sevral possible paths for the
development of drama in Africa, and Asagba (1986) whose
evolutionary scheme is slightly different.

7- Asagba discusses several festival theatres where ritual events take
on theatrical dimensions ( I 986).

8- Drewal is speaking here specifically of Yoruba ritual, but this
characteristic seems to common to ritual generally

9- More specific definitions of ritual may, of course, be required for
particular communities.

10- Some possession rituals present an ‘inner’mask created by the
(usually involunatary) immobilisation of the facial muscles into a
fixed which significs the presence of the Spirit (see Gibbons
1979:136).

11- This incident has also been described by an éarly Nigerian
playwright, Duro Ladipo, in his play Oba Waja (1964).

12-Ritual's location offstage in drama does not, of course, prevent
initiates participating at the imaginative level.

13- The Nine Night ceremony (sirnilar to the Haitian cerernony of
the souls) is one of the standard death rituals observed in
Afro-Caribbean religions, particularly in revivalist cults such as
Pocomania, It derives from ancestor possession cults of the
Ashanti and involves rigorous dancing, often called ‘Kumina,
which leacls to the manifestation of the spirits. The term 'Kumina
is sometimes used in the wider sense to refer to syncretie cult
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14-

15-

16-

religions and/or rituals which maintain significant African
influences, particularly rituals based on possession (See Wynter
1970:46; Juneja 1992b:98-9)

Some commentators make no distinctions between Eru, Nine
Night, and a number of similar death rituals while others seem to
present Etu as one of the many kinds of possession dances that
might occur as part of the Nine Night ceremony (see Cobham
1990: 247; Wynter 47). Commenting on QPH, Sistren
specifically refers to the use of Ezu (which they also call Kumina)
and describes the traditional features of this ritual in ways that do
suggest it is a separate version of the standard dead-wake
ceremony (see Allison 1986: 11).

Beverly Hanson of the Sistern Theatre Collective explains that
actors were 'really scared of doing the play because it was about
dead people and involved certain spiritual things that [they]
would not normally practise outside of the church hecause people
can get possessed' (Hanson and Matthie 1994),

While the ritual element in Township fever is pertinent to our
discussion it is important to note that the play was a critical and
box office failure. See Ngema (1992) for details of the video Out
of Africa: The Making of Township Fever, whith presents the
play text in addition to problems in its construction.

17-The published play script notes that such sacred songs were used

18-

19-

£y

with permission only for the performances and could not he
rggproc.uced otherwise in any textual form (Diamond et al. 1991:
).

We use the capitalisecl spelling, "Carnival”, to indicate the
particular Caribbean event held each year in Trinidad; lower case
spelling refers to more general forms of carnival and/or adjectival
uses of the word.

Bakhtin (1984) demonstrates at length the thesis that popular
invert conventional social hierarchies.



20- Folk historians point out that whereas the festivities of the white

plantocracy had been largely confined to 'genteel' activities such
as masquerade balls, house-to-house visits, and horse-driven
carriage promenades, the black populace's version of Carnival
became a boisterous street celebration much closer in spirit to the
original Saturnalian revels of pre-Christian Europe. The catalyst
for this change was the emancipation of the black slave class in
1834.

21- This procession, originally held in August on the anniversary of

emancipation, was derived from the slaves' experiences of being
into groups hy the planters and then driven with whips to the
cane fields to put out fires. According to Gibbons, the
procession's transfer to Carnival 'indicates thal the ex-slave
projected in [sic] Carnival the sense of bold freedom’ associated
with canboulay ( 1979: 31).

The history of gumboot dancing in South Alfrica is similar:
conceived by black miners as an alternative to the drumming that
the authorities restricted, it used available objects such as
gumhoots, tin cans, and bottletops.

23- Also spelled ‘jamette', from the French diametre the outside, other

24-

half, or underworld. The jamets lived in barrak yards, c¢ramped
tenements situated behind the frontage of the city streets, which
enforced communal life with all its associated tensions.

These figures were usually gendered male although female
performers may have adopted such roles on rare occasions.

25- The robber masque synthesised old elements of the oral tradition

with the lawlessness of the western cowboy figure. According to
Wauest, a 'dual process of establishing "authority" and recognition
through the display of scholarly verbosily alla simultaneous
mockery of the British educational system is the most
conspicuous element of the robber's act' (1990: 51).

£Y4



26~ Talk Tent is modelled on the traditional calypso tents except that
the roles of the main performers are reversed so that the

calypsonians talk and the Emcees sing.

27- Harris's novel, Carnival(1985), attempts to demonstrate thig
principle in fictional form by using Carnival as a mode of
refiguring and renouncing colonialism.

28- In his recent theatre work, Rawle Gibbons has attempled
toreproduce the characteristics of carnival space by standing
productions in various (ofien outdoor) non-dedicated venues.

29- Although post-independence carnival has a history of being
primarily an event for the black and Creole classes, there iy
increasing evidence of indo- Trinidadian participation in the
evenl and of the incorporation of carnival forms into traditional
East Indian rituals such as Hosein.

30~ The Creole cultural model is fairly standard for Trinidad and the
Caribbean. It focuses on the ways in which the conflicting
influences of Alrican- and European-based practices/ideologics
are constantly

assimilated to produce a composile culture which remains mutable
and open-ended. See Ashcrofl ef al. (1989: 11-15) for a concise
summary of the principles behind creolisation and its linguistic
effects. This topic will be deall with in furthe detail in Chapter

31- Derived from the French jour ouverl meaning daybreak and also
called "jouvay". see Hill (1972c: 86) for a detailed description
of j’ouvert conventions.

32- Qriginally Walcott's phrase (1970b: 34), this has been a common
catch-cry of critics of Caribbean theatre - sce Omoloso, who
litled his 1982 book on Caribbean drama The Theatrical
intoTheatre, and alsoFido (1992:282)
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33-

34-

36-

37-

Camps has been a major figure in the promotion of 'Carnival
Theatre' which draws on traditional mas' to produce a new style
of musical theatre. In 1980, she produced mas in Yuh Mas
(written by Paul Keens-Douglas), the first full-length stage play
to consist entirely of carnival characters, and then later-followed
this example in King jab (1981) and Jouvert (1982). In particular,
Camps made use of the highly dramatic dialogue of such figures
as the Midnight Robber and the Pierrot Grenade.

Wynter has also written a very informative account of the
Jonkonnu festival in Jamaica, tracing its history and function in
relation to imperialism (1970).

Set girls formed an elegantly costumed chorus which sang,
dancecl, and protected the set, while Bellywoman (pregnant
woman) is, of course, a celebration of fertility. See Wynter
(1970) for a full explanation of the various characters of the
Jonkonnu, which is thought to have derived {rom African yam
festivals.

Literally meaning "without mercy', this phrase was the standard
cry (a war invocation) used in nineteenth-century Kaiso- an early
form of calypso. Gibbons explains that colonial authorities also
made effort to ban this refrain (1979: 204).

Walcott also draws on elements of the English mummers' play
which he indigenises so that the traditional death and resurrection
of the mumming hero acts as a symbol of the virility of jamet
culture.

38-Pacquet notes that the Arena Stage production of this play in

39-

Washington Dc (1988-9) foregrounded the rhythms of carnival in
both the language and the movement of the characters ( 1992:
96).

Although as yet unable to fully articulate the specifics of this

aesthetic, Warner explains that it is dependent upon a
non-naturalistic style which physicalises emotion through the
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stance of the actor ~ (1993).

40- Of course, there have been female calypsonians in the past and
they are mow becoming increasingly popular as Caribbean
women demand greater public representation in the arts.

41- ‘Carnivalise' is used here and elsewhere in this book as a general
term (derived from Bakhtin's work) meaning 1o subvert through
parody or otherwise diminish the authority of a discourse or
system. In this instance, Walcott also uses specific Carnival
tropes in the subversive process.

42- This analysis deals solely with the dramatic version of Dragon.
Apart from the change in genre with its necessary stripping down
and concentration of the narrative action, the play ends more
ambiguously than the novel. Lovelace omits the distinct
suggestion that Sylvia will choose Aldrick/love over-
Guy/material comfort and leaves her standing undecided helween
the two as the lights go down.

43- The transcription of Trinidadian English renders 'threat’ from
‘thread'.

44- Earl Warner, who directecl the Trinidadian production of Dragon,
explains that his ideal design concept for the play would image
the entire Hill as a dragon (perhaps a fibreglass structure) in
order to encapsulate the mythic elements of Carnival. Alclrick
lives in the mouth of the dragon because he's dealing with the
head; other characters live af various levels in the body. On
jlouvert morning at the beginning of the second act, the entire
drag_on would "come alive” and move into the audience in
carnival costume. Unfortunately, Warner was unable to realise
Etlllgsgéi)emgn because the playwright wanted a less stylised set

45- The term "bo.isi' (or wood in the english) is used in many
Caribbean socleties to refer to the erect penis. I, Lawah uses this
word for and innuendo at a number of points.
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1-Sharon Pollock's play, Walsh (1980), depicts this practice as part of

her critique of British colonialism ( 1993: 144) .

2- The play itsclf has an interesting curriculum vitae: wrilten in 1936

and staged in London (under the original title of Toussaint
L'Overture) when Trinidad was still a British colony, it was
undoubledly conccived, at Ieast in part, as a prolest against
imperial rule, Somc thirty years later, the play was revised for
production in Nigeria at a time when the country was ravaged by
a bloody civil war. On this occasion, the audience found, in
James's depiction of black leaders struggling for independence
and then plunging into post-revolutionary bloodshed, parallels
with their own situation (see Stone 1994: 20)., The Black
Jacobins was mounted for the first time in James's native
Trinidad in the early 1980s.

3- Such claims now require modilying in the face of a large body of

theatre ¢ in all three countries which seems obsessively centred
on historical representation. Pollock, Thompson, and Nowra have
themselves been Icaclers in this rnovement, both in their
investigation of indigenous cxperience and in their critiques of
selller society, In the wider canon of contemporary "historical
theatre', some plays are less concerned with interrogating the
'ruth value' of the imperial record than with mythologising
various local characters, but this in itsell can be seen as part of
the imperative to establish post-colonial histories that carry as
much cultural weight as do irmperial ones.

4-This was onc of the official bicentennial slogans, along with the

phrase, 'Let's celebrate '88',

5- Our discussion of Les Canadiens is based on the published version

of the script which was reworked for a wider national audience
shortly after the play's initial production in montreal.
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6- A slightly different tack is taken in Andrew Whaley's The Rise and

Shine of Comrade Fiasco (1990) which is about the discovery of
a man who has been hiding in Zimbabwe and who could be a
freedom fighter from Zimbabwe or Mozambique, or merely a
thief or a madman. The play explores the possibilities that such a
discovery presents and argues thal whatever the truth of the
man's origin, his story deserves a hearing. By allowing® this
‘anonymous’ character to claim legendary status, Whaley
suggests that a self-created history is as valid as any other story.

7- Aidoo was a guest speaker at the Post-colonial Women
confercence, York University, Toronto, Canada, 12 october
1988. '

8- Trinh T. Minh-ha's work (1989) is also crucial to this debate.

9- Stephen Gray claims that Dike's work "established almost all

10-

11-

elements of the "black drama" that would influence both men and
women playwrights succeeding her (1990: 82).

See Harris (1970: 6-9) for an extended discussion of limbo
dancing a response (o slavery. Harris maintains that the limbo
reflects nol only the slaves' dislocation from African tradition but
also the possibility of a renascent 'body' that could accommodate
Alrican anti other legacies within a new architecture of cultures.

Benveniste's histoire is, as Elarn explains, dedicated to the
narration of evenis in the past, which eliminates the speaking
subject and his [sic] addressee, together with all deictic
references, from the narration' discours, not directly translatable
to "discourse", is 'the "subjective mode" geared to the present,

. which indicates the interlocutors anti their speaking situations’

£Yq

(1980: 144).

Tejumola Olaniyan notes that in a number of the play's
performances which he attended, the ‘hard choice’ was palpable,
and that even though the aesthetic logic of the play regularly
induced the audience to vote for the robbers,no one appeared



comfortable with the consequences (1996).

13- Walcott's term - see Hill ( (1985b: 5) for further discussion of
walcou's s views on story-telling.

14- Despite Rendra's attempts at subterfuge, il is possible that the
play contributed to his arrest in 1978 for allegedly "spreading
hatred against the government.

15- Frorn Dike's keynote address, International Women plavwright's s
(Conference, Adelaide, Australia, 4 july 1994,

16- The African trickster, particularly in the Yoruba tradition, can
connect the effects of the ritual past to the present, but is firstly of
fun.

17- Femminist theory also refuses the linear time/history imperative,
preferring the choice of a cyclical time frame. The Rivers of
China enacts both a feminist and a post-colonial repudiation of
patriarchal/imperial assumptions ol chronological time ancl
space.

18-Indigenous informants no doubt assisted in this mapping, but
ultinately, settlers and explorers refigured colonial space without
regard for indigenes. Even when indigenous place names were
kept, the colonising culture decided the merit and appropriateness
of such names, settling down on paper (and therefore in history)
their newly ascribed signification.

19~ Space, in our terms, refers o geographical locations (and how
they are translated into a theatrical context) as well as to
theatrical buildings and stage locations in which the body is
situatecl.

20- See Ferrier ( 1990: 45-6) for further discussion of this concept

and of the intersections between postmodern, posi-colonial, and
feminist cartographies.

A



Conver ted by Tiff Combine - (n

21- In the Melbourne Theatre Company's production of Louis

Nowra's Summer of the Aliens (1992), the landscape was
similarly miniaturised, though perhaps less as a deconstructive
technique than as a nostalgic recognition of the passage of time
and the functions of memory.

22- The Australian Anzac hero functions in much the same way.

23- In Shadboll's play, as well as in John Broughton's world War One

play, Anzac ( (1992), and in Vincent O'Sullivan's Shuriken (
1983) (World War Two), the New Zealand soldiers find that the
empire and their duty to the empire put them in unwinnable
situations; hence, their supposed ally is, in many ways, more
dangerous than the ‘official enemy’. In Broughton's Michael
James Manaia (1991) (Vietnam War) ), the ally may have
changed to the Americans, but the protagonist finds that his
experiences are uncomforlably similar to those of his father in
World War Two.

24- See, for instance, David Malouf's Blood Relation’s, Louis

Nowra's Inside the Island, and John Kneubuh's Think of a
Garden (1991). It is also favoured by designers of many settler

colony plays.

25- The trope of the bushfire as a regenerative force takes on

particular resonance in Australia where some native flora depend
on intense heat for germination.

26- The legality of the Treaty is doubtful, not least because it was

never ratified.

27- Land forms the basis of many New Zealand plays, from Bruce

£

Mason's The Pohutukawa Tree in 1957 to Mervyn Thompson's
Songs to the Judges in 1950 to Bruce Stewart's Broken Arse in
1990. Approaches to land rights are of course widely varied
among these examples: Mason's view can now be read as a
patronising account of Maori identification with the land, written



from a Pakeha point of view, Thompson's play, written With the
assistance of Don Selwyn (who left before the production was
mounted) and Hemi Rapata, is a more informed account of
dispossession, again by a Pakeha. Stewart's play interrogates
several strangely enduring misconceptions concerning the land
rights debate, most memorably, Henry's naive claim that his
Pakeha family were the original owners of his estate.

28- Our discussion of Hapipi's play is based on the published version

which refers specifically to the Land Court trials of 1977
although the earlier stage version preceded this date.
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I- Orkin notes that, in an effort to side-step censorship, many scripts
of this era were not wrilten down ( 1991: 16). The Island, by
Fugard, Kani, and Nishona, provides another method of evading
censorship: while the play is scripted, the metaphoric mime of
the first scene is not inscribed on paper thus preventing the play's
censoring for illegally discussing prisons (ibid: 166). While the
perpetrators of the South Alfrican apartheid regime clearly
recognised the ways in which control of language amounted to
political, social, and racial control, they apparently did not
understand the other signifying communicating functions that
the stage - and particularly the body on stage - convey.

2~ Rendra's work has been the subject of several censorship attempts.
At the timeof his writing,, all plays required the approval of the
Indonesian police before they could he produced. He was banned
[rom performing in Yogyakarta from 1974 to 1.977, and [or some
years afler his 1978 arrest, the rmeclia was not allowed to report
his activitics (Lane 1979: 3, nofc 2).

3- This recalls Pierre Nora's concept of memory as a realm of
presence (that is, it is constiuted only by what is remembered in
the present) as opposed to conventional history which attempts to
construct a verifiable past (1989: 8).

4- Said argues that for an exile on migrant, "habits of life,
expression or aclivily in the new environment inevitably occur
against the memory of these things in another environment. Thus
both the new and old environments arc vivid, actual, occurring
together contrapuntally, leading to a double vision which can be
not only disorienting but also pleasurable (1990:366).

5- Gaff, known as "Sealer’s saviour", is now banned. It consisted of
‘a stout stick, hcavily bound, with a two-pronged iron hook at the
end.

It was used for clubbing the seal' for drawing pelts across the ice; for
surviving when the sealers fell through' (Cook 1993: 224). a
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sculp is a skin.

6- "Patois" refers to French-based creoles, although it may also cover
other syncretic languages.

7- While hybriclity can in some cases indicale a rather Iess polotically
determined acculturation, it is also a highly useful strategy for
decentring the agency of just one culture, language, or political
system.

8- Christened 'folk opera” bv Ulli Beier - a German academic and
editor who travelled throughout Africa and Melanesia in the
1950s, 1960s, and 1970s - this term is a misnomer.
Conventionally, folk opera refers to several types of musical
drama based on traditional forms, containing little dialogue, and
osually opposed to "literary" drama.

9- Derived {rom Spanish music (usually for stringed instruments)
originally associated with bullfighting.

10- See also Walcott's O Babylon! ( (1976) which incorporales a
great deal of reggae music into a narrative specifically about a
group of Rastafarians.
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1- See, among many other texts, Phelan (1992) and Goodman (1993).

2.0f course ‘pure difference’ is largely theoretical: as

post-structuralism reminds us, difference is always relative since
any concept is inseparable from the apparatus against which it is

defined.,

3- To a certain extent, indigenous theatre in settler societies such as

Australia, Canada, and New Zealand assumes a ‘majority’
audience and is often therefore in the position of having to
validate its subject matter and approach (see Van Toorn 190 on
the politics of minority texts and majority audiences). In contrast,
much African Caribbean, and Asian theatre stages racial issues
less overily, presenting the non-white subject as already
‘naturalised’. South African drama, inevitably inflected by
apartheid, focuses most insistenly on race, often regarless of
expected audience composition.

4-This was not always the case in New Zealand, where some
Maori actors in the nineteenth century were Iess implicated in
such representations.

5- Examples include Hernrietta Drake-Brockman’s Men without

Wives (1938), Katherine Susannah Prichard’s Bruby Innes (1972)
and Thomas Keneally’s Bullie’s House (1980) from Australia;
Georges Ryga’s The Ecstasy of Rita Joe and Gwen Pharis
Ringwood’s Drum Song (1982) from Canada; and Bruce
Mason’s The Pohutukawa Tree from New Zealand. Many of
these plays are thought to be crucial texts for their time and some
are even considered revolutionary in their ‘treatment’ of
indigenes, Their representations, however, are cleatly limited to
the white-constructed semiotic field charted by Goldie.

6- See, for instance, Kan's Moonlodge, Moses’s Almighty Voice and

his Wife, and, as a less obvious example, Highway’s Dry Lips



Oughta Move to Kapushasing.

7- Calling on Fanon, Homi Bhabha distinguishes the ‘fetish of
colonila discourse’ {from Freud’s sexual {etish, explaining that:
Skin, as the key signifier of cultural and radical difference in the
stereotype [of race], is the most visible of fetishes [as opposed to
the secrecy and hiddnness of a sexual fetish], recognised as
‘common knowledge’ in a range of cultural, political, historical
discourses , and plays a public part in the radical drama that is
enacted every day in colonial societies. (1983:30)

In this scene,Davis is playing with the possibilities that the black
body on stage can present in both colonial and post-colonial
contexts.

8- This term covers a variety of politically engaged ‘deviant’
sexualitics, Sex-radical performance enables a critique of
dominant or prescriptive regimes of gender/sexuality. Subjects
explored include performance which figures lesbian, gay, and
bisexual issues and/or other aspecls of transgressive sexualily
such as striptease, prostitution, and transvestism.,

9- The women/land trope is variously figured as positive and
negative. See, for instance, Kolodny (1975), Montrose (1991),
Schaffer (1988), and Van Herk (1992).

10- See Sharpe (1991) for an analysis of the ways in which race
problematises many wetern femminist assumptions regarding
rape.

11- See Rabillard (1993) for an extensive discussion of the motif of
‘absorption and elimination’ in Highway’s plays and its
relashionship to transformation.

12- This emphasis on masculine aspects of fertility is also evident in
Jokumarawswani (1972), by the Indian writer, Chandrasekhar
Kambar. To prepare for the Jokumara Hunnive fertility festival,
women fashion clay phalluses and rub butter on the tips in order
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to increase their chances of successful pregnancy. The woman
themselves are of little consequence to the festival.

Boehmer also discusses how [emale (and some male)
posi-colonial writers have identified problems in equating the
fecund woman with a united national image (1993:271)

14- Existing, in Kristervan terms (1982), between the subject and the

15-

object, the abject expresses a desire to transcend the site of
conflicL by means of expulsion and/or corporeality. The body in
post-colonial drama is a product of endeavours to fix varied
expressions of the other’s corporeality; the post-colonial abject
exists in traces of whal is unreconciled in the subject’s object, or
in coloniset/colonised depictions of sellf and other. The
post-colonial abject can thus be described as that which is
repudiated, expelled, and /or loathed (including the self). It
remains at the borders of the new signification, threatening
deslabilisation. As the space between a newly constituted self and
its threatening borders, the abject manifests itself in the body’s
staged presence, The grotesque body in Nowra’s plays is onc
such site of representation.

See, for example, Watney (1990), Sontag (1978), and Tiffin
(1993b). AIDS is a recent example of an infectious disease
which has been constructed to demonise particular social groups
(homosexuals) and various non-western regions (especially
central Africa and Haiti).

16- Solitary confinement is usually only metaphoric in these dramas”

rarely does prison theatre actually present a lone actor occupying
the stage. Two exceptions, both {rom New Zealand, are John
Broughton’s Michael James Manaia, a prison drama of sorts,
and Oen’s Te Awa i Tahuti, consisting of one prisoner and one
counsellor, Some characters in other plays choose the solitary
confinement of silence.

I'7- In some countries, the construction of nationalism has been so
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allencompassing and so firmly entrenched that post-colonial



18-

20-

21-

24-

discourse is perceived - erroneously - as contradicting the
political agency of nationalism. New Zealand could be reaad as a
country where nationalism (particulary a form that has absorbed
Maori herutage for Pakeha consumption) is said to oppose
post-colonialism even though both discourses employ similar
tropes to strategically define the New Zealand self/identily in
relation 1o New Zealand history, geography, and politics.

Australia’s particular colonila history is also manifest in plays
which foreground some kind of incarceration (sometimes in an
asylum), often through allegorical narratives where imprisonment
resonates with the unnamed’ repressed trauma of convictism. See
Kelly (1990) for further discussion of this issue.

Plays in which much of the narrative action centres on absent
characters include Kevin Gilbert's The Cherry Pickers (1971),
Dennis Scott’s An Echo in the Bone, Judith Thompson’s Lion in
the Streets, and Patrick Yeoh’s The Need to Be (1970)

This is not the case in other genres such as fiction and poetry,
where the Amerindian trickster is often what Cox calls a ‘word
warrior against colonization’ (1989:17). See also Balcock (1985)
and Vizenror (1989) on (rickster discourse in the North American
contexL.

Moses remarks that while non-native actors generally find it
extremely difficult to become animals, this transformation is
relatively easy for indigenous people who see the natural world
as family (1994).

For an extended analysis of dance’s signilying f{unclions in
drama, see H. Gilbert (1992b).

Classical ballet complete with the usual costumes of the genre,
was added tohe 1993 production of the paly.

Likewise in the Garibbean, dance integrates a linguistically
divided populalion as evident in a number of regional theatre
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events which include performers from different islands.

25- See, for example the ways in which cross-dressing is figured in
Gaines and Herzog (1990), Garber (1992), and Ferris (1993).
Brydon (1994). Low (1989), and Tompkins (1996) adress the
issue of post-colonial cross-dressing.

26- Make-up, an adjunct of costume signification, is also subject to
post-colonial theatrical subversions. In Ofongolin (1985) by
Alakie-Akinyi Mboya, the use of western women’s face
make-up, which literally marks the body, however temporarily, is
even more closely implicated with attempts to deny Africanness.
The frequent re-applicatrion of lipstick identifies Oting as a
woman who is seeking assimilation with the west at the expense
of all Kenyan customs.

27- Diamond’s use of the genered pronoun is deliberate here, bascd
on Mulvey’s gendered gaze construction.
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1- In some instances, European countries exert a ‘new’ or different
kind of power- which can be analysed as a form of
nco-imperialism - over (heir former colonies. However, the
distinctions between the two are by no means rigid.

2- Sec Said (1994:345) for a discussion of the ways in which the USA
has developed this notion [rom carlier national myths which
postulated global leadership as the nation’s ‘manifest destiny’.

3- See Kelly (1994), Tompkins (1994c), and Dale and Gilbert (1993)
for a fuller discussion of Ausiralia’s positioning within Said’s
Orientalist paradigm. Hodge and Mishra (1991) also explore
Orientalism in an Australian contlext but adapt Said’s work as ¢
model for understanding intermal race realtions between settlers
and Aborigines,

4- Gunew’s distinction between Australian and Canadian treatments
of internal colonialism is based on the fact thal Aborigincs,
unlike native Canadians, are not olficially categorised as part of
the multicultural ~ communily. Whereas Australian
‘multiculturalism’ tends to deal with migration issucs, Canadian
versions focus more squarely on cultural difference (1993:452-3)

5- Limitations of space do not permit a detailed analysis of Québec’s
position vis-a-vis Anglophone Canada, See McRoberts (1979)
for a historical perspective on the issue, and Chanady (1994) for
a discussion to Canadian literature dealing with Québec.

6- Our discussion of recent trends in Québec theatre is indebted to
Jane Moss’s account ol the subject. Moss points out that the
1970s ‘revolution’ in Québec theatre was closcly linked to the
nationalist and regionalist movements of the time (1990:256-7).
Nationalist scntiment is also common in Anglo- Canadian and
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Australian drama of the same era. Although such sentiment Is
articulated differently in each culture’s theatre, it performs a
common function as part of the decolonising process.

7- Robert Nunn, for instance, interprets this play as a study of
different Québécois responses to cultural hegemony. In his
schema, the character Carmen is a model of post—colonlal
hybridity while her parents maintain a position of marginalised
powerlessness (1992: 222-3) .

8- When it was revived in 1992, Balconville was produced more as a
farce than a piece of serious social commentary since its
topicality had diminished over the years of debate about language
issues in Québec,

9- With this Act, the British coloniser of Québec legalised the
Catholic church and guaranteed the protection of the French
langunage and Civil Code in Canada.

10- Literally meaning ‘son of the soil’, bumiputera came into official
use in 1970 and has since been used as a category of privilege.
As Lo notes, however, bumiputera  categorasations arc
themselves conlentious and contradictory since they sometimes
include (for census purposes) Straits Chinese who have lived in
the area for centuries, while at other times they exclude such
groups (1995:64-5)

11- Interestingly, the play escaped censorship when it was initially
performed, perhaps because Kee was a relatively unknown
playwright at the time and/or because the censors did not
understand the allusions to Orwell’s work. Since then, Kee has
spent time in detention for expressing anti-govinment sentiments
(see Lo 1995: 217-18).

12- See, for instance, Kuo Pao Kun’s The Coffin Is Too Big For the
Hole (1985) which addresses the issue of Singapore’s oppressive
state ideologies, and Ngugi wa Thiong’o’s Mother, Sing for Me
(1982) which was banned by the Kenyan government before its



opening night were, however, extremely popular, as documented
by Bjorkman (1989) who reports that busloads of people
travelled from distant towns to witness the event.

13- Canadian theatre’s response to American economic and cultural

hegemony will be discussed below in conjunction with global
imperialism.

14- For example, many Australians belicve that their government was

dupted by the United States into sending troopes to Vietnam.,
While racism, cultural xenophopia, and fears about the spread of
communism undoubtedly contributed to Australia’s politicul
decisions on the war, there have been few analyses of these
factors.

15- Although the Vietnam War figures in a number of contemporary

Australian plays, it is frequetly not the centre of focus but rather
a site of repressed trauma. Sce Gilbert (1996) for an extended
discussion on dramatic represcntations of Australian and
American imperialism in Vietnam.

16- At various points, Australia has governed or significantly affected

17-

the politics and economics of other nearby territorics and South
Secas islands, including Fiji, the location of Alexander Buzo’s
anti-colonial play, The Marginal Farm (1983). New Zcaland’s
administration, until recently, of Western Samoa and the Cook
Islands can also be considered within the nco-colonial paradigm.
John Kneubuhl’s Think of a Garden is set in Western Samoa
when it was governed by New Zealand.

Kidnapping somcone with the inlent of selling him/her into
slavery.

18- The cargo cult also exists in a lesss spiritval forum in Malaysia;

sce Patrick Yeoh’s The Need to Be (1970), Also a common trope
is the African cxpericnce of a ‘been-to’ (either the Uniled States
or England) who is expected to produce riches on (usually) his
return.
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19- David Lan’s Sergeant Ola and His Followers (1980) enacts a

similar critique.

20- Schultz notes that there is no script for this play:'in keeping with

the spirit of oral histories, it is still being “written” before and
during each performance’ (1994:49).

21- See for instance Chi and Kuckler’s Bran Nue Dae, which reworks

both the broadway musical and the picaresque road movie;
Stephen Sewwll’s The Blind Giant is Dancing (1983) which
invokes B-grade movie conventions in ils critique of US
economic imperialism in Australia; and Michael Gow’s The Kid
(1983), which satirises television evangelism as part of its
narrative about modern urban alienation.

22- These figures are based on a television documentary, And the

Dish Ran Away with the Spoon, co-produced by Banyan Studio,
Trinidad, 1991.

The documentary compares the St. Lucian situation with that of Cuba

which has 70 per cent local programming and four stations for
over ten million people.

23- In Trinidad, ‘liming’ which involves hanging about’ or loafing,

usually with with friends, is not just a recreactional activity but
something akin to an art. Mostly a male activity, liming often
includes verbal repartee which has much in common with
Carnival speech traditions.

24- Walcott discusses this issue at length in his essay, ‘The

Caribbean: Culture or Mimicry’, arguing that a possible solution
(o the Caribbean’s dependence on US cultural models is to
remember that many of those models are signnicantly influenced
by black culture (1992;26-7)

25- The following discussion deals only with representation of



Canadian-American relations as they are represented in a
selected few playtexts. See Filewod (1992b) for an axtended
discussion ol the ways in which Canadian theatre as a
cultural practice has sought to define itself against the
hegemony of American forms and the influx of American
capital.
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